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Note of last Councillors' Forum meeting
	Title:


	Councillors' Forum

	Date:


	Thursday 31 October 2019

	Venue:
	Westminster Room, 8th Floor, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions


<AI1>

	1  
	Chairman's Welcome and Declarations of Interest

The Chairman welcomed members to the first Councillors’ Forum of 2019/20 and detailed the plans for the forum going forward.

The Chairman congratulated Cllr Debbie Wilcox on being welcomed to the House of Lords as Baroness Wilcox of Newport.




</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Debate: Delivering More Homes and Better Communities

The Chairman introduced the panel to the Councillors’ Forum, Cllr Bridget Smith, Cllr Darren Rodwell and Natalie Elphicke OBE.

Cllr Bridget Smith 

· Housing must be affordable for those who live in rural communities.

· Residents generally want to stay within their communities and affordable housing means generations of families can stay with their communities.

· With aging populations and rising housing prices, there is a major issue with adult social care and lifespan of a village.


Cllr Darren Rodwell

· Barking and Dagenham is the poorest Borough in London and resident who have always loved in the Borough cannot afford to buy housing within Barking and Dagenham.

· Local Authorities need to take back powers to create affordable living spaces that residents want to live in.

· A Local Authority must be able to take quick action on private landlords if their properties are not fit for residents to live in.


Natalie Elphicke OB made the following points

· Councils are at the front and centre of the housing debate and are leading the way on the demand for affordable housing.

· Councils need to be better supported on housing, for more than just borrowing funding. The sector needs to work together to ensure there is advice, infrastructure and long-term development.

· National Government and Local Authorities need to understand the issues on the ground with residents who need their local council most.

Members made the following points:

· Home ownership should not be all that is focused on, renting is important to residents.

· The land market does not work for those who need housing. Valuing land far higher than what can actually be built on is what is causing problems for our residents.

· There needs to be greater plans in place when housing a crisis happens. Councils need greater powers to ensure they can project their communities for the damage a crisis can do.

The panel responded:

· There needs to be long term national planning to ensure consistency in building.

· Home ownership can be safer for residents than private renting, but getting residents on the housing ladder is difficult right now. 

· Tax landowners who do not build on the land they are sitting on, This will add an extra cost to not building and landowners will need to make a plans or will be continued to be taxed.

· The community should be seeing the housing numbers it needs, rather than government saying how many houses the community needs.

The Chairman thanked the panellists for attending and giving the Councillors’ Forum a lot to take back to their authorities.

Decision 

Members noted the presentation




</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Chairman's Update
The chairman introduced the update, highlighting the recent financial settlement as a positive for local government. The report covered the outgoing and incoming Chairman’s activities in the period between July – October 2019.

Decision 

Members agreed the Chairman’s Update.




</AI3>
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<AI13>

	4  
	LGA Board Chair Reports

a) Children and Young People Board- Cllr Mark Cory

· The Board, alongside the Community Wellbeing and Children & Young People Boards have set up a cross-board steering group on children and young people’s mental health and emotional wellbeing, which has now met twice. ISOS Partnerships have been commissioned to undertake the research, including carrying out field visits to councils up and down the country.

· We briefed parliamentarians on issues around unregulated accommodation for a debate in Parliament on 15 October. We highlighted reasons for a rise in the use of unregulated provision, including a shortfall in suitable places in registered children's homes, and outlined the ways in which councils assured themselves that placements were suitable for young people.

Members made the following comments:

· Poor rural bus service routes affect young people and money raised from elderly bus passes could see greater investment for young people’s travel.

· Youth services are being cut, and it’s affecting the direction of young people in their early careers and further education.

b) City Regions Board -  Sir Richard Leese CBE

· Since the introduction of devolution deals, the City Regions Board has continued to build the case for greater devolution in those areas with a devolution deal and advance the case for devolution to be available to all areas that want it. 
· Ahead of the September Spending Round we stepped up our lobbying supporting the case for local government as part of our #Councilscan campaign. This included continuing to press the need to meet the funding gap facing councils, a major survey of councils and the savings they have made since the last spending review (the results of this are still being analysed) and analysis of variations in costs of children’s services between councils to show that these can be explained by external factors. 
c) Community Wellbeing Board - Cllr Paulette Hamilton

· The On 27 September the CWB had its annual away day, an informal meeting of the board in which we hear from leaders in health, wellbeing and adult social policy. This year, we had a strong showing from a wide range of speakers including, Matt Hancock, Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Duncan Selbie, Chief Executive of Public Health England and Julie Ogley, President of the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services. The LGA, Association of Directors of Adult Social Care (ADASS), NHS England and NHS Improvement, supported by the Housing Learning and Improvement Network (LIN), have published a joint briefing for clinical commissioning groups (CCG), local authority learning disability commissioners and Directors of Housing in response to the Social Housing Regulator’s statements and findings related to a number of specialist housing providers.
d) Culture, Tourism and Sport Board - Cllr Claire Coghill

· Cllr David Jeffels represented the LGA at a meeting of Tourism Alliance, discussing the implementation of the tourism sector deal.

· Responding to the Government’s new fund for local organisations tackling loneliness, Chairman of the Local Government Association’s Culture, Tourism and Sport Board, Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson, said Councils are ideally placed to lead on social prescribing and tackling loneliness in partnership with voluntary sector organisations, and this funding will help them deliver these vital services. 

· At the LGA annual conference, the Board launched: Making the most of your museums’ provides advice and best practice for council wishing to ensure their local museums are delivering against corporate objectives such as economic growth and wellbeing, as well as being entrepreneurial and efficient.

e) Environment, Economy, Housing and Transport Board - Cllr Darren Rodwell

· We submitted written evidence to the Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee inquiry into the long-term provision of social and affordable housing. Our submission outlined the savings that the Government could make nationally by investing properly in social housing at scale. We also called for the scrapping of permitted development rights, the reform of right to buy and for councils to have certainty over rent setting. The LGA will give oral evidence to the Inquiry on 5 November. 

· The LGA is nearing completion of its protocol, outlining the actions to be taken by councils when moving households from one council area to another. This work was carried out by a steering group, comprised of local housing authorities and children's services, to develop an approach whereby the LGA could add value in supporting positive working between councils in a way that best supports families and services Climate Change

· A joint conference with Revo, who are a membership organisation for commercial property owners in February 2020.

· Cllr David Renard meet with George Freeman MP, Minister of State for Transport on 22 October 2019 to discuss a range of issues including buses, future of mobility, decarbonisation of transport; devolution; and funding. 

Members made the following comment

· Non-metropolitan local authorities need greater support in developing transport plans to meet the coming challenges.

f) Improvement and Innovation Board - Cllr Peter Fleming
· At its first meeting of the current cycle, the Board discussed the LGA’s developing work on climate change and the role of urban authorities in tackling this agenda, within the context of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. The Board will continue to provide insight from urban areas to inform the LGA’s wider climate change activity.

· The Government is examining the legislation in this area and how it could be reviewed. The LGA has called for the publication requirements for Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) to be reformed. Councils are currently required to publish each TRO in a local newspaper. This requirement applies even if authorities don’t have a local newspaper and also means that publishers can charge a premium for public notices. The LGA has repeatedly lobbied the government to update the requirements to allow online notifications. The LGA will participate in this review and encourage the Government to make the necessary changes.

g) People and Places Board - Cllr Kevin Bentley

· Making a strong case for more devolution outside of urban areas has been a key focus for the People and Places Board since its inception. Devolution to non-metropolitan areas will remain a central focus for the Board over the coming year, as reflected in the Board’s work programme agreed in September

· The LGA has launched a councillor’s guide to digital connectivity. The guide, drafted in consultation with mobile network operators and broadband providers, explores how councillors can help better connect local areas and includes hints, tips and case studies from those who have undertaken work to help improve their communities’ connectivity.

h) Resources Board - Councillor Richard Watts

· On 4 September, the Chancellor delivered the 2019 Spending Round setting out funding for government departments and public services for 2020/21, which included a funding package of more than £3.5 billion for councils. On the day of the announcement, we issued a briefing providing a summary of the key announcements alongside our view on the proposals, and a media statement which has been widely covered.

· The Secretary of State announced a review of the audit framework that will look at the effectiveness of current audit arrangements, the transparency of reporting, whether auditors are making full use of reporting powers and the gap between taxpayers’ expectations and what auditing delivers. The review, led by Sir Tony Redmond, is also seeking views on the quality of local authority financial reporting and external audit. Following consideration by Leadership Board and the Improvement and Innovation Board

· UNISON, GMB and Unite (the three trade unions representing the main bulk of the local government workforce) lodged their 2020 pay claim on 24 July. The claim is for a 10% pay increase, an additional day’s leave and a two-hour reduction in the working week. Councils in each of the nine English regions, plus Wales and N Ireland were consulted at regional pay consultation briefings during September and October. Each event was led by colleagues from the LGA’s Workforce team. Eight of the eleven elected members of the National Employers’ Side attended at least one event (Cllrs Roger Phillips, Richard Wenham, Sian Timoney, Sharon Taylor OBE, Keith House, Goronwy Edwards, David Poole and John Hussey).

i) Safer and Stronger Communities Board - Cllr Bridget Smith

· In October, Cllr Anita Lower on behalf of the SSCB chaired the National FGM Centre’s Advisory Group. The Group heard from the Centre on the issues facing the Centre on funding. The Centre’s funding from DfE is due to end in March 2020, members made a number of suggestions for further work on this issue and have called for an extraordinary meeting on the 3 December to discuss this further.

· In October the Chair met with Lord Toby Harris, Chair of National Trading Standards (NTS) to hear about key issues for the organisation. Discussions focused on the forthcoming consumer White Paper, funding for NTS’s work at ports as well as priorities for the next year.

Decision 

Members agreed the LGA Board Chair Reports Update.




</AI13>

<AI14>

	5  
	Digest of the last meeting

Members agreed the minutes of the previous meeting held on 18 July 2019.




</AI14>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Cllr James Jamieson
	Central Bedfordshire Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE
	Warwickshire County Council

	
	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE
	Lincolnshire County Council


	Members
	 Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Philip Atkins OBE
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Essex County Council

	
	Cllr Nick Chard
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Steve Count
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	
	Cllr John Fuller OBE
	South Norfolk District Council

	
	Cllr Peter Golds CBE
	Tower Hamlets Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Rory Love OBE
	Folkestone & Hythe District Council

	
	Cllr Paul Middlebrough
	Wychavon District Council

	
	Cllr Tim Oliver
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr John Pennington
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Linda Robinson
	Wychavon District Council

	
	Cllr Michael Wilcox
	Lichfield District Council

	
	Cllr Peter Box CBE
	Wakefield Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Anntoinette Bramble
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Muhammed Butt
	Brent Council

	
	Cllr Clare Coghill
	Waltham Forest London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Amy Cross
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr James Dawson
	Erewash Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Henry
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council

	
	Cllr John Merry CBE
	Salford City Council

	
	Cllr Dhanisha Patel
	Bridgend County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Darren Rodwell
	Barking and Dagenham London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Watts
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Debbie Wilcox
	Newport City Council

	
	Cllr Alan Connett
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Mark Cory
	Colchester Borough Council

	
	Cllr Heather Kidd
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE
	Portsmouth City Council

	
	Cllr Wayne Davies
	Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council

	
	Cllr Rosemarie Harris
	Powys County Council

	
	Cllr Phelim MacCafferty
	Brighton & Hove City Council

	
	Cllr Colin Mann
	Caerphilly County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sarah Rouse
	Malvern Hills District Council

	
	Cllr Clive Woodbridge
	Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

	
	Cllr Paul Woodhead
	Cannock Chase District Council


	Apologies
	 Cllr Paul Bettison OBE
	Bracknell Forest Borough Council

	
	Cllr Morris Bright MBE
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	
	Cllr Abi Brown
	Stoke-on-Trent City Council

	
	Cllr Janet Clowes
	Cheshire East Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Day
	Warwick District Council

	
	Cllr Geoff Driver CBE
	Lancashire County Council

	
	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	Gloucestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Teresa Heritage
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Ian Hudspeth
	Oxfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Colin Noble
	Suffolk County Council

	
	Cllr William Nunn
	Breckland Council

	
	Cllr Teresa O'Neill OBE
	Bexley Council

	
	Cllr Roger Phillips
	Herefordshire Council

	
	Lord Gary Porter CBE
	South Holland District Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Proctor
	Norfolk County Council

	
	Cllr David Renard
	Swindon Borough Council

	
	Cllr Byron Rhodes
	Leicestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Nicholas Rushton
	Leicestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Glen Sanderson JP
	Northumberland Council

	
	Cllr David Simmonds CBE
	Hillingdon London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Linda Taylor
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Katrina Wood
	Wycombe District Council

	
	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	
	Cllr Tom Beattie
	Corby Borough Council

	
	Cllr Judi Billing MBE
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Simon Blackburn
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr Judith Blake CBE
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Graham Chapman
	Nottingham City Council

	
	Cllr Doina Cornell
	Stroud District Council

	
	Cllr Georgia Gould
	Camden Council

	
	Cllr Kate Haigh
	Gloucester City Council

	
	Cllr Paulette Hamilton
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Durham County Council

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Farah Hussain
	Redbridge London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Peter John OBE
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Brigid Jones
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Naushabah Khan
	Medway Council

	
	Cllr Iain Malcolm
	South Tyneside Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Michael Payne
	Gedling Borough Council

	
	Cllr Alice Perry
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Bryony Rudkin
	Ipswich Borough Council

	
	Cllr Timothy Swift MBE
	Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Anne Western CBE
	Derbyshire County Council

	
	Cllr Ruth Dombey OBE
	Sutton London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Liz Green
	Kingston upon Thames Royal Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Kemp CBE
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Adele Morris
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Paul Tilsley CBE
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Chris White
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Sue Baxter
	Bromsgrove District Council

	
	Cllr Carolyn Rule
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Helen-Ann Smith
	Ashfield District Council


	In Attendance
	 
	


	LGA Officers
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